 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1WORD FROM SVU PRESIDENT
Welcome to the SVU Conference in Florida. We have combined forces with the Florida-based American Czech-Slovak Cultural Club of North Miami to organize a truly outstanding academic event, combined with highly enjoyable and entertaining cultural events, on the southeast coast of the Sunshine State. This is the time of the year when the weather in Florida is exceptionally nice so that you can combine the visit with a family vacation. Apart from the obvious reasons, we have chosen Florida as our Conference site because there is large Czechoslovak community in the State and furthermore many of our retirees have moved there recently.

You will be pleased to know that our Conference is co-sponsored by the US Commission for the Preservation of America’s Heritage Abroad and is being held under the aegis of President of the Czech Republic Vaclav Klaus and President of the Slovak Republic Ivan Gaasparovic. 

The general theme of our joint program is “Czech and Slovak Heritage on both Sides of the Atlantic”. The program includes a combination of scholarly presentations and creative works, with the focus on the rich preservation of the Czech and Slovak culture including literature, music, dance, folklore, folk art, ethnic history, and preservation of cultural treasures. 

The academic program is organized into the following major topics: Czech and Slovak Historic Tradition, Czech & Slovak Contemporary Issues, Echoes from the Old Country, Czechs and Slovaks in the New World, and Presidential plenary session on Preserving Czech and Slovak Heritage. The latter session will feature the Ambassador of the Czech Republic to the US, the Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to the US, Director of the Immigration History Research Center of the University of Minnesota and the spokesman of the US Commission for the Preservation of America’s Heritage Abroad.  I will use the occasion to establish, on behalf of SVU, a special Czech and Slovak Archival Fund. 

Apart from the various sessions relating to the major theme, there will be a special Symposium and a discussion panel relating to “Czech and Slovak Universities and their Cooperation with the US Institutions of Higher Learning”, with the participation of the University Rectors from the University of South Bohemia in Ceske Budejovice, University of West Bohemia in Plzen, Technical University of Ostrava and the Catholic University in Ruzomberok. US institutions will be represented by University of Florida and the Southern Illinois University Carbondale, both of which have active cooperative agreements with the Czech universities. 

The cultural program will feature Czech country and western singers, Slovak folk dancers from Masaryktown, Florida, Europa Band from Orlando, Czech folk singers from Key West, etc. Other Heritage events planned include ethnic food and craft demonstrations, folk art booths, ethnic food tasting, an accordion jamboree, and last but not least, the Miss Czech & Slovak Florida Pageant. 

For the Conference participants we have reserved relatively inexpensive accommodations in a close-by motel and for those who would like to extend their stay on the beach, we have reserved beautiful rooms at an ocean resort.

Don’t miss this important event and a lovely stay in the Sunshine State. You won’t regret it! I look forward to seeing you in Florida. 

                                                                                                       Mila Rechcigl                   

                                                                                                       SVU1@comcast.net

