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Identifying Slovak Cluster Communities in the United States and their Role in Preserving Slovak Heritage
Lisa Alzo, Ithaca, NY
There are a handful of  Slovak “cluster” immigrant communities throughout the United States that blossomed during the 
immigration influx of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  This talk will discuss the relevance such cluster communities and their role in preserving the Slovak heritage.

 
 

Catholic University - Tradition and Present Times
Boris Banáry, Catholic University in Ruzomberok, Ruzomberok, Slovakia
 
This paper deals with the social, political and cultural conditions connected with the establishment of the Catholic University in Ruzomberok after 1989. Moreover, it focuses on the historical and continuous aspects of the church education in Slovakia in relation to  the tradition and the establishment of the Catholic University in Slovakia. Finally, the paper will present information concerning the area of science, research, teaching process and the perspectives of the Catholic University in Ruzomberok  planned for the period of 2005-2010.
 
Czechs in Venezuela
Ivo Bartecek, Palacky University, Olomouc, Czech Republic

The paper will provide a picture of the status and development of the Czech community in Venezuela during the 20th century. It will include the description of social activities of the Venezuelan Czechs with the focus on the nineties of the 20th and the beginning of the 21st centuries. The presentation will enumerate significant personalities of the Czech community who made an imprint on the history and current affairs and life of modern Venezuela. The information is based on the personal knowledge and impressions of the author from his stay in Venezuela in 1998, 2001, 2002 and 2003.
 

 

Literary Production of Arnošt Lustig in the American Exile
Michal Bauer, University of South Bohemia, Ceske Budejovice, Czech Republic

Still in 1968, before the August occupation of Czechoslovakia, Arnošt Lustig criticized, from the Marxist standpoint, the society in America, where he formerly had been on a visit. This situation changed very quickly in August 1968, after the Soviet troops occupied Czechoslovakia. 
After his arrival in the US, he gradually confronted his former opinions with his own experiences in the communist Czechoslovakia. He gradually made his previous books available to the American readers and continued with his new writings. Several new books, signifying his transformation, were published in the US. He devoted himself to novel, against the hitherto prevailing narrative genre, expanding on his earlier stories. His focus has been on the historical realities of World War II, particularly the monstrosity of the Holocaust. His texts became more descriptive and more explicit, in contract to his previous implicit writings. His prose has become more expansive, expressing his deep feelings about his own experiences in the concentration camp.
 

Enriching the English Speaking World with Slavic Literature and Art
Ladislaus J. Bolchazy, Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Wauconda, IL

This will be an illustrated lecture showcasing the Slovak contributions to the world as presented in several of the 28 books in English sponsored by the Slovak-American International Cultural Foundation, Inc. (SAICF) in the last 10 years. Challenges include: 1. Selecting criteria in choosing topics such as Slovak history, biography, ethnography, art, folk and modern literature, songs and music, socio-political platforms, and Slavic mythology; 2. Financing these books; 3. Facing problems in historiography (avoiding jingoism and promoting political transparency), and 4. Co-publishing and marketing 
The major focus of SAICF is to improve the Slovak/Slavic image as a worthy and equal partner in NATO, EU, & UN and to enrich the world with Slavic East-West Syncretism. 
 

The Recent Poetry of Libuse Cacalova
Vera Borkovec, American University, Washington, DC
 

I will discuss the works of one of our most outstanding Czech poets living in the USA.  Particular attention will be given to 
her last collection of poetry HLAS  (THE VOICE), which I will compare to her earlier works.  I will read some of my English translations of the poems in this recent volume.
 

Voskovec and Werich’s  Early Encounters with Audiences in America
Jarka Burian, University of Albany, SUNY, Albany, NY
In early 1939, less than a year after their enormously popular satiric revues were playing to sold-out houses in Prague, Voskovec and Werich found themselves as immigrant performers in New York City, hoping to survive in the world of American professional theatre. The story of the closing of their theatre, their travel to America, and their encounters with Czech-American audiences before trying to break into the big leagues of American theatre provides interesting glimpses of how once-big fish in a small Czech bowl handled their transformation into little fish in a very big American bowl.
 

 

Participation of the City of Ruzomberok in the Creation and Development of the Catholic University in Ruzomberok
Juraj Čech, Mayor's Office, Ruzomberok, Slovakia
 
This paper will contain the following points:
�   the place of the city of Ruzomberok in the context of Slovakia and Europe through the presentation of its own economics
–   the role of the educational system in the city of Ruzomberok in connection with the economics of the City
–   the influence of the City of Ruzomberok on the process of the establishment of the Catholic University
–   Catholic University – an inseparable part of the City
–   perspectives of the development of the relationship between the City of Ruzomberok and the Catholic University in Ruzomberok 
 

 
The Bohemians of Broadway (Cleveland, Ohio)
Lawrence C. Cerny and Elaine L. Cerny, Cernyland of Utica, , Huber Heights, OH
 

In the mid 1800's, the Czech and Slovak immigrants first settled in what is called, "the Flats," where they were able to find some kind of employment.  However,  with the industrial development of Cleveland, the families moved to Broadway Avenue to be within walking distance of their improved working opportunities.
The area between 33rd Street and 55th Street became an active Czech and Slovak community.  This involved the religious participation in ethnic Churches, including St. Wenceslas, Our Lady Of Lourdes, Broadway M.E. Church, St. Stanislaus and St. John Nepomucene.  These Churches also established schools, where the native languages were included in the curriculum.
 

Social activities centered around the Bohemian National Hall and the Karlin Club.  The Hruby Conservatory of Music provided a cultural base for the families.   Broadway Avenue remained this way until the end of World War II, when there was a movement to the suburbs.  This altered the basic profile of the area for over thirty years.  
However, it is interesting to report that since the 1980's, a renewed vitality is taking place in this area, now designated as Slavic Village.  This development was initiated by Mayor George Voinovich, now United States Senator from Ohio, and the Stefanski Family, who provided financial support.    
  
Czech-American Immigrant Newspapers and their Editors, 1885-1914
David Z. Chroust, Slavic Studies, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX
 

In the last three decades before the First World War, Czech-American journalism, like the immigrant community itself, grew and diversified.  In 1885 the "Divadelni lod" group pilgrimage from America to the rededication of the National Theater in Prague opened a remarkable era of tourism in both directions across the Atlantic by organized groups and prominent individuals, e.g., politicians Thomas Masaryk (Realist), Frantisek Soukup (Social Democrat), Vaclav Klofac (National Socialist) and various literary writers from Bohemia.  At the same time a Czech-American business and philanthropic class arose in banking, commerce and manufacturing (e.g., Severa in pharmaceuticals, Korbel in winemaking).  
 

Czech-Americans also made attempts to present themselves as an organized community to American society at large and to influence Anglo-American public opinion about themselves and their compatriots in struggle with the Habsburg dynasty and German ruling classes in Bohemia and Moravia.  The Bohemian American National Committee of 1892-1894 and the Czech-American Press Bureau of 1907-1915 were two major such attempts.  Meanwhile, the proliferation of political parties after the Young Czech ascendancy, the Progressive youth movement, the modernist movement in the arts and economic development transformed society in the Czech lands.  
 

How did Czech-American newspapers and their editors record, represent and influence these many dynamic processes?  An 1860s cadre of Karel Jonas, who edited the weekly Slavie at Racine, Wisconsin, Vaclav Snajdr in Cleveland (Dennice novoveku), Jan Rosicky in Omaha Pokrok zapadu) and Frantisek Zdrubek in Chicago (Svornost) still predominated through most of the period, but new editors with other viewpoints arose, such as the Catholic periodicals launched by the Chicago Benedictines after 1894 and the Socialist daily Spravedlnost after 1900, also in Chicago.

 
 

The History and Influence of Slovaks in North Central Florida
Violet Cimbora, Masaryktown, FL
 

As immigrants of Slovak ancestry moved to North Central Florida in the early 1900's, they brought to the area a rich sense of tradition and culture that influenced the work, religion, entertainment, and education of the region.  This presentation will trace the settling of Slovaks in the area and their struggles and successes in building towns, establishing businesses, and raising families.  The former mayor of Masaryktown will trace the history of the community and the region.  She will discuss the challenges at the present time to preserve the cultural identity and she will overview the impact that the church and the community hall have in bringing the people together for events that spotlight their customs and family traditions.

 
Customs and Traditions in Czech & Slovak Villages 100 Years Ago
Helene Cincebeaux, Rochester, NY
My great aunt dressed me in her Moravian folk dress when I was 12 years old and changed my life forever. That’s when I began to ask my grandparents questions about the old country. Learning about my heritage I discovered a history going back 25,000 years (with the carved “Venus” figures) and a rich culture of ritual and tradition. When I first visited my family in the “old country” in 1969, they dressed me as a bride with vivid textiles embellished with lace and embroidery, beads and sequins. This led us (my mother Helen Zemek Baine and me) to visit thousands of villages in the Czech & Slovak Republics to learn more about folk dress and traditions. We found that our ancestors, village women and men, lived surrounded by beauty in the textiles they made, the folk dress they wore, the homes they decorated, the love tokens and tools they fashioned, and the traditions they carried out.
 

Although lives were hard and work was arduous, villagers lifted their spirits with music and song, with rituals and customs; everything was layered with meaning from New Year's celebrations to Lent's Eve, mingling pagan and Christian customs, to joyous Easter festivities. People knew when to plant and how to heal. The raising of the Spring May pole was a cause for a celebration as was the lowering of it. Pilgrimages, name days, harvest and wine festivals, all were important. All Souls brought everyone to the cemeteries with lit candles followed by Advent and Christmas customs from carolers to medieval shepherd's plays. Life events, christenings, weddings and funerals, took place in church, the heart and soul of the village. 
 

We have shared the beauty of our heritage through our Baine/Cincebeaux Collection of Czech & Slovak Folk Dress, which has had 19 major exhibitions and is featured in the book Dowry published by the Mingei Museum of International Folk Art in San Diego after our year-long exhibit there. We authored a book, Treasures of Slovakia, and a related photo exhibit has been on display in 8 countries. We co-founded the Slovak Heritage & Folklore Society International and the Moravian Heritage Society. Our “Slovak Pride” is a data base of more than 23,000 Slovak and Rusyn surnames and the villages they came from. We have led 44 tours to the Czech & Slovak region helping people immerse in the folk art, festivals and customs and find long-lost family. 
 

 

Anglophone Liberalism and the Czech National Awakening
Zdenek V. David, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC

The awakeners, particularly in the early nineteenth century, were not eager to imitate the nationalism of their immediate neighbors of Central Europe. They preferred to learn from West Europeans, or other Slav nations. They wished to open themselves to the wide world and see culture and intellectual goods crisscross boundaries freely. While it has been maintained that ideas of political liberalism came to the awakeners primarily from German sources, the need to use German to reach the products of West European culture was considered an embarrassment rather than an advantage. The awakeners sought to overcome this handicap through the study of English, French, and even Polish and Russian.
While certain satisfaction might have been derived from the Teutonic attitude of approval, albeit usually tinged with patronizing or condescension, the real inspiration came from the Anglophone world. The sense of deep grievance against the Habsburg dynasty and the possibility of free and independent existence could scarcely come from a Central European source, if for no other reason than the heavy police and censorship control, while a much greater degree of free expression existed in Britain and France. Western Europe could not only voice support for the national aspirations, but also provide lessons in liberal politics and civic freedoms. Moreover, the sense of the global reach of the British press played a role. Anglophone literature provided a channel for reaching the world opinion concerning the Czech cause, and thus make the Czechs appear as authentic players on the European stage rather than languishing as a mere ethnic curiosity within the Central European Lebensraum. Hence the encouragement of the English meant incomparably more to the Czech awakeners than the sympathy of their Teutonic neighbors. In fact, the German neighbor’s respect for Czech cultural attainments was won, if interest in them appeared in the far abroad. 
 

The Duda Family - Slovak Pioneers of Florida
Elizabeth Duda, Duda Farms, Viera, FL
 

The Duda family has had an enormous impact throughout Florida and beyond to the entire United States.  Their early investment in agriculture helped to develop one of the biggest agricultural ventures in the country.  The Duda farms are recognized for their outstanding produce and high quality standards in both farming and business.  The family's positive impact on the economy in Florida has been significant.  The family traditions of excellence continues not only in their business but in the community service and philanthropy they give.  This presentation will focus on the family's history and influence in Florida and their connection to their Slovak ancestry. 
 

 

International Cooperation and its Role at Southern Illinois University Carbondale
John M. Dunn, Southern Illinois University Carbondale, Carbondale, IL, USA
 
This panel discussion will address the importance of international cooperation between Southern Illinois University Carbondale (SIUC) and universities located worldwide.  International scholars and students have played a significant role in the history and development of the University.   The relationship in the agreements is reciprocal with SIUC helping other countries by developing special programs of relevance to particular economical and cultural issues and benefiting from the ideas and talents of others in the world.    In addition, SIUC has benefited through the rich diversity of ideas and cultures evident in our international students and scholars.  The support of these activities by university administration and U.S. granting agencies will be discussed.  The challenges and achievements of international cooperation will also be addressed.

 
The Divergent Styles of American and Czech Nationalism: A Survey of Student Groups
Ivo Feierabend, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA
 

Nationalism and democracy appear as antagonists in our contemporary world.  And yet, they were born together in modern times, as Siamese twins.  The paper addresses this paradox and discusses two major styles of nationalism:  liberal/civic nationalism and ethnic/cultural nationalism.  Beyond theoretical considerations, the paper reports on the survey studies of samples of American and Czech students.  American students presented civic national schemata largely devoid of cultural elements, while Czech students presented cultural schemata with some admixture of civic elements.  The implications of these empirical findings to broad political orientations, cultural ambience and the pax democratica thesis, are also discussed.                
Czech Culture on the West Coast
Margita Fuchsova, General Consulate of the Czech Republic, Los Angeles, CA
 

The presentation will cover the following topics and issues: (1) Cultural representation of the Czech Republic on the West Coast of the US (2) Uniqueness of culture in Los Angeles - Film industry vs. Film art; (3) Does culture open the doors?; (4) Cooperation with American cultural institutions; (5) Close cooperation between SVU and other cultural institutions to increase interest in SVU; and (6) Brief overview of cultural activities of the General Consulate of the Czech Republic in Los Angeles.   
 

 

NO CINDERELLAS! The Political, Economic, & Social Realities of Czech & Slovak Women Today
Lois A. Herman, SVU International Women's Program, Minneapolis, MN
 

The presentation will consider the gender dimensions  transition from communism to democracy in the Czech Republic and Slovakia, in the context of the  Women's Memory Project, coordinated by the Czech Center for Gender Studies; the challenges and future of women's non-governmental organizations through the European Union Accession Process; and the Reports to the United Nations Questionnaire on Implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action by the Governments of the Czech Republic and Slovakia, the indicators, and the realities of civil society women in these countries for their lives today and empowerment. The Thematic Issue of the 2005 United Nations Commission on the Status of Women, is Beijing + 10, and Czech and Slovak Governments will be represented, as well as Czech and Slovak women's non-governmental organizations, and the European Women's Lobby.
Small Cultural Monuments: An Endangered Phenomena in the Czech Landscape
Carol Hochman, Friends of VIA, Pittsburgh, PA
 

This presentation maps the history and state of a unique Czech phenomena; small cultural monuments such as crosses, chapels, and statues erected in fields, woods and along the roads traveled by local peasants.  These small landmarks often served as a place of rest and contemplation for the peasants during their work and travels.  Some monuments have been in existence since the 15th century.  With the Communist takeover in 1948, many of these historical monuments were left to deteriorate and decay, since the political regime of the time perceived them only as religious symbols and didn’t consider their historical and cultural value.  Thus, a tractor driver uprooting a cross standing in a field, became the hero of the day. 

Until the fall of the regime in 1989, no one took care of many of these small monuments and they appeared all over the Czech landscape as broken pieces of the past.  At present, local citizens often take the fate of these monuments 
into their own hands and organize plans for their reconstruction.  The VIA Foundation offers support for communities and organizations submitting proposals for this work of cultural preservation. This presentation will feature the 
history of this phenomena and pictures of several small monuments which were recently saved thanks to the financial contributions from U.S. donors and the enthusiasm and work of local citizens. 
 

 

Readings from the Author's Writings
George J. Horak, Miami Sailing Club, Miami, FL

Narration about the lure of boating in a land-locked country, with a special accent on sailing. Two 10-year old children, playing on the shores of Vltava River, accidentally trip over an old bathtub. After a number of circumstances, they form a clan and decide to make it into a sailing vessel. Unable to maintain the secret, they finally confide in their respective parents, who surprisingly decide the project is very sound and will teach the children many realities of true life. Children and parents start collecting junk for the construction and begin to learn the fundaments of sailboats, materials, and tools by trial and error. After a series of efforts and collective cooperation, the remarkable vessel is ready for launching. The tale ends with the launching ceremony in Podoli and a completely unexpected ending. 
Czechoslovak Veterans of World War Il
Jan Horal, Association of Czechoslovak Legionnaires, Prague, Czech Republic
The talk will elaborate on as to why the Czechoslovaks joined the British military effort against the Nazis. It will describe how the Czechoslovak unit was organized, their activities during the war until the end of the war. It will narrate how the war veterans were received in the liberated Czechoslovakia before and after the takeover by the communists, and following the Velvet Revolution. The presentation will also include the discussion of how the present Czech Government views the Veterans. The Czech Governmental support will be contrasted with that provided by the British, especially through its RAF Benevolent Fund. The classification veterans into various categories will also be given.
Slovak Cultural Heritage
H.E. Rastislav Kácer, Embassy of the Slovak Republic in the United States, Washington, DC
Modern communication technology and the process of globalization makes it easier for people to contact and help us to better understand and experience different cultures. However it also means a new challenge to preserve specific cultures, especially of small nations. Slovaks are a modern nation with a long history and rich culture, which recently became part of a bigger entity called European Union. How can Slovaks enrich this bigger community of nations, keep their identity and strengthen its ties with Slovaks living abroad are challenges we have to be able address in the upcoming years. 
Narratives of the Hussite Revolution and its Creators
Howard Kaminsky, Florida International University (FIU), Miami, FL
 

The Hussite movement, like all historical subjects, has been created by its historians.  Laurence of Brezova's contemporary chronicle began with the introduction of communion in both kinds and described the actions and destinies of the Czechs loyal to John Hus and taking utraquist communion.  Aeneas Sylvius Picciolomini, the future Pope Pius II, created the image of a Hussite Revolution in his Historia Bohemica, as a rising of discontented clerics leading the people into heresy; his account is dominated by the figure of John Zizka as the dreadful and invincible general.  All subsequent accounts repeated this image of revolution and heresy and warfare, up to Palacky's construction of the Hussite movement as an epic of the Czech nation fighting for freedom of conscience.  This essentially modern-Protestant construction was accepted by most historians after Palacky, until the creation of the Czechoslovakian state suggested a different political conceptualization, one that emphasized the damage done by the Hussite revolution to the welfare of the Czech people and that tried to replace the image of subversive heroism by a call for a new image oriented to the nation-state and its ideological requirements.  After 1948 the Hussite Revolution was schematized in accord with the Marxist scenario of progress, as both a revolution and a reformation.  Non-Czech historians in modern times have usually echoed one or another of these Czech interpretations, without trying to define the Hussite phenomenon in its European dimensions apart from Protestantism and revolution.  The most important contemporary Czech historian of Hussitism, Frantisek Smahel, has called the Hussite Revolution  "a historical anomaly" and this essentially meaningless label can be taken as a sign of how much new thinking about the subject needs to be done. 

                     
.                   
Czechoslovak People's  Party during the Communist Era (1949-1989)
Karel Konecny, Palacky University, Olomouc, Czech Republic
 

After the February Coup 1948, the future of the Czechoslovak non-communist parties was problematic. Social Democratic Party forcefully fused with the Communist Party in June 1948, whereas other two parties - National Socialist Party and People’s Party somehow managed to survive. However, they went through radical process or reorganization, personal purges and program reforms. The People’s Party, ruled by loyal collaborators, including Catholic priest Josef Plojhar, also assisted regime with the subjugation of the Catholic Church. Except for the short period of 1968-1969, the Party fully accepted inferior position in the National Front and lost almost any potential to wage its own policy. 
 
 

Preserving Czech Cultural Heritage though International Exhibits and Publications
David Kraft, Communicatio Humana, C.H. Expo Ltd., Prague, Czech Republic
 

Dr. David Kraft is the owner of the private enterprise, Communicatio Humana - C.H. Expo Ltd., located on Senovazne nam. 20, 110 00 Prague 1, Czech Republic. It includes Fair and Exhibition Services; Advertising; Translations; and Publishing.
 

Fair and Exhibition Services - Provides design and manufacturing and installation of exhibition stands at trade fairs and trade exhibitions, presentation of companies in the Czech Republic as well as abroad, installation supplies for VW exhibitions stands on auto-shows of the newly developing markets in Central and Eastern Europe, Mediterranean countries, etc.
 

Publishing - As part of his Prague Edition Ltd. (Prazska Edice) the following titles were published: Josef Capek's Psano do mraku (Written into the Skies). R.M. Rilke's Larenopfer (in German and Czech), Pravoslav Kneidl's Prague Years of the German Speaking Writers, M. Rechcigl's Postavy nasi Ameriky (Personalities of Our America), Under the Torch of the Modern Era - The First Two Centuries of Book Printing in Bohemia; and the recently released M. Rechcigl's edited Czech and Slovak American Archival Materials and their Preservation.
 

Translations - Apart from translation work done for the purpose of advertising activities, numerous translations have been prepared into Czech and from Czech into foreign languages. Offers complete production of Czech or foreign language promotional materials, operational manuals, service instructions, company annual reports, etc. 
 

Advertising - and promotional campaigns, creative work, product design, media-buying, translation and production printed materials, instruction manuals, advertising materials
 

Czech Music and Musicians and the Player Piano in America
Michael A. Kukral, Roise-Hulman Institute of Technology, Terre Haute, IN
.                   
Self playing pianos operated by a perforated paper music roll were extremely popular in America from about 1914 until 1930. These pianos were called player pianos (“pianista” in Czech) and were often the most expensive household item that a family owned at that time. This was also the era of a vibrant middle class Czech-American culture in such cities as Chicago and Cleveland with a strong interest in music of all genres. Many Czech-American homes owned a player piano and piano roll companies employed Czech musicians to arrange or in some case actually record music rolls for their customers. Over 100,000 music rolls were sold weekly in the 1920s and about 85% of all pianos manufactured were player pianos in this era. The music of the player piano was truly a distinctive art form and it played a major role in home and public entertainment that our oldest generation well remembers. A simple perusal of piano roll catalogues, such as that of the QRS Company in Chicago, displays an amazing fact: more rolls were available of Czech music with Czech lyrics (printed along the margin as the roll advanced) than of any other ethnic group! Large numbers of “international” (as there were termed) piano rolls were also issued in German, Polish, and Italian and in lesser numbers to a plethora of ethnic groups and their respective languages. This paper explores the selections, composers, arrangers, and performers of Czech music on player piano rolls made in America in the teens and twenties. It also includes a look at Bohemian concert pianists, such as Volavy and Serkin, who recorded music rolls for the sophisticated “reproducing” piano companies of Welte, Duo-Art, and Ampico
 

 

Overview of Regional Characteristics in the Slovak Folk Music
Reflections of Nature, Historical Events, and Social Conditions in the Music Traditions
Vladimir Kysucky, New York, NY
Slovak folk music is characterized by unique diversity in interpretation, use of instruments, and topic selection. The scope and variety of musical traditions form a great source of musical expressions. Besides attributes common to all regions, local specifics often reflect on distinct social setting, natural environment, or historical events, marking the privileged position and integration of folk culture in the daily life. Typically, even a small village is denoted by certain peculiarities forming uniqueness of sound, mood and general composition techniques in each regional cluster. Such diversity demonstrates creative energies and exemplifies unleashed musical artistry stemming from the intrinsic human need for cultural fulfillment. 
This presentation aims to introduce basic specifics of some regions across Slovakia, including overview of typical instruments, mode of playing, harmonic structures, and overall instrumental and vocal interpretation exclusive to certain localities. Additionally, reasoning for some aspects of the music patterns is proposed based on the background conditions. 
Readings from the Author's Writings
Jiri Lamberk, Miami, FL
 

The presentation will be based on Dr. Lamberk's book "Miami Stories" and other amusing short stories from hospital operating rooms. The book was a best seller in the Czech Republic. Another of his books is being published in the Czech Republic.
 

 

The American Sokol Traditions
Larry Laznovsky, American Sokol, Ennis, TX and Oak Brook, IL

This year the American Sokol is celebrating its 149th anniversary, with its first unit being founded in St. Louis, MO in 1865. The American Sokol currently has 36 units in various states of the USA. The 140th year will be celebrated at the XVIII National Convention at Cleveland, OH in April and the XXI National American Sokol Slet in the Chicagoland area in June.
The organization strives to preserve the traditions of culture and heritage that were brought by the immigrants from the Czech Lands. Most of the units have buildings with dedicated areas that preserve our historical data for educating current and future generations. 
Plans for the CEFT Kostohryz Residency in Czech Music and Culture at the University of North Texas
Clinton J. Machann, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX
 

Over the past fifteen years, The Czech Educational Foundation of Texas, which celebrated its 50th anniversary in October 2004, has established two important endowments supporting Czech language and cultural programs at Texas universities: The Texas Chair in Czech Studies at the University of Texas at Austin and the CEFT Hlavinka Fellowship at Texas A&M University. In recognition of these achievements, the CEFT was awarded the Jan Masaryk Gratias Agit Award from the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2000. Currently, the CEFT is planning to endow a new program at the University of North Texas: the CEFT Kostohryz Residency in Czech Music and Culture. The UNT College of Music is one of the nation's largest and most respected comprehensive schools of music with the country's top rated jazz program, and many Grammy-winning alumni. Its programs have the highest national rankings of any music program in Texas. Thomas Sovik, a Professor of Music at the University of North Texas, with a particular interest in Czech composers and musical traditions,  for the past decade has coordinated a cultural exchange program between the UNT College of Music in Denton and the Janacek Academy of Music and the Performing Arts in Brno, Czech Republic. The CEFT Residency, when fully funded at $400,000, will expand Czech-related exchanges and is designed to 1) bring distinguished Czech musicians, composers, artists and educators to UNT for teaching, performing, conducting research in Czech music and culture, and for purposes of outreach throughout the State of Texas, particularly to Texas-Czech centers of population; 2) stage colloquia and festivals of Czech music and culture; and 3) mount the production of Czech operas, emphasizing usage of the Czech language. 

 
Radio Prague in Service to Czechs Living Abroad
Jaromir Marek, Radio Prague, Prague, Czech Republic

Radio Pragués ties with Czechoslovak expatriate media. History and presence of Radio Prague, from Czechoslovak government's instrument with which to counter the Nazi propaganda, through a tool of communist propaganda to independent voice of democratic state. Radio Prague, the International Service of Czech Radio, provides a news service for expatriots of Czech origin living abroad. 
Radio Prague broadcasts news, current affair programs and various features on shortwave, via satellite, on the Internet on www.radio.cz and also through a number of expatriates radio stations. These include stations in Australia (Radio SBS, Radio 4EB, Radio Adelaide), Croatia (Radio Daruvar), Romania (Radio Timisoara) and USA (WCEV Chicago). Some other print media including Americke listy use Radio Prague news service. Radio Prague offers a wide selection of programs that expatriate media can choose from: news, economics, sports, history, tourism etc. Radio Prague is keen to establish contacts and cooperation with new expatriate media. 
 

The Life and Legacy of Albin Polasek
Don S. Martin and Michael Kakos, Albin Polasek Foundation, Winter Park, FL

Albin Polasek , N.A. (1879-1965) is considered one of the most prominent American sculptors of the twentieth century.  Born in Frenstat, Moravia, Polasek immigrated to the United States in 1901 at the age of 22.   Celebrated in his own lifetime, Polasek created figurative works based on the true structure of nature.  Fiercely loyal to his homeland, Polasek completed a large body of work documenting the struggles for freedom and the soul of the Czechoslovak nation through the first democratic period, the Nazi occupation and the Communistic period.  From busts of Tomas Masaryk and Milan Stefanik to major monumental pieces of Woodrow Wilson and the Blanik Knight, Polasek followed his motto “Make an art of your own that worthily represents your nation.”  Today the Albin Polasek Museum and Sculpture Gardens in Winter Park, Florida, is bringing representational art with its powerful and uplifting symbolic meanings to new generations.  The Museum sits as a glorious gift to America from a truly grateful immigrate who treasured the freedom to follow his artistic calling.  His decision to record his nation’s drive for liberty is our gift.
 

 
                                   Perspective of Aging Issues in the US and Czech and Slovak Republics
                                                     Call to Action and International Collaboration
                                         Sue Maxwell, Lee Memorial Healthj System, Fort Myers, FL
 
This session will provide a overall perspective of aging issues in the United States and the need for communities, both in the US and abroad, to collaborate with providers to identify needs of the geriatric community and facilitate development of systems to meet those needs.  A panel will discuss ways to collaborate so that excellent care can be provided.
 
In addition to Sue Maxwell, there will be the following participants: Cynthia Auskamp, Ellen Burns, Cindy Free, and Maureen Luiszer.  
 

                                                                
                                                                Mining in Slovakia in the Years of 1918–1938
                                          Jaroslav Mazurek, Catholic University in Ruzomberok, Ruzomberok, Slovakia

Judged by the number of workers employed, the size of production facilities, and the value of products, mining is considered one of the most important industries in Slovakia. However, the creation of Czechoslovakia in 1918 and changes that followed the disintegration of Austro-Hungarian monarchy brought the Slovak mining industry into a deep crisis. 
Examination of the Slovak mining industry between the years 1918 and 1938 showed several different, more or less independent segments: ferrous and non-ferrous minerals, coal, oil, salt, magnetite and others. The differences were great in the development of mining non-ferrous minerals, but smaller in iron mining, which allowed for better evaluation and scientific interpretation. 
The development of management and organizational structures and their social impact are also examined. The newly established structures after 1918 had considerable influence on the entire industry of Czechoslovakia between 1918 and 1938. An important landmark was the creation of the Slovak Mining District in 1926. 
There are strong indications that between 1918 and 1938 the developmental and creative trends in the Slovak mining industry were positive despite cyclic economic crises that caused problems in the social sphere. The industry was transformed into a modern industrial segment with appropriate social legislation at the European level. These positive trends were long-lasting despite the grave problems during the last years that brought about some disturbances. 
 

Czech Opera's Strong Women
Lauren McConnell, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA
Catherine Clement, in her classic feminist analysis _Opera, or the Undoing of Women_ (1979), describes women's roles in opera succinctly: "they suffer, they cry, they die. ... Not one of them escapes with her life, or very few of them do...". And yet there are operatic heroines who miraculously survive. Where? In Czech operas such as Janacek's "Jenufa", Smetana's "Libuse" and Dvorak's "The Devil and Kate". There is, in fact, a long list of Czech operatic heroines who survive and thrive, though some of them suffer along the way. What is interesting about these operas is not only were they exceptions to the Western operatic norm in terms of gender representation, but that they were popular, in some cases foundational operas in Czech culture. While the Western opera establishment embraced Dvorak's pathetic "Rusalka" (which Disney made more appealing in its remake "The Little Mermaid"), according to performance records the strong and fair "Libuse" was more popular in the Czech lands. Does this reflect a different, uniquely Czech attitude toward women in opera? What does it mean for a nation to embrace and identify with strong operatic heroines? Were these operas the result of highly individual artistic visions or do they reflect a broader cultural perspective? In this presentation I propose to explore these and other questions.
.
Slovak Bridge Building - Czechoslovak Foreign Policy after WWII (1945-1948)
Slavomir Michalek, Historical Institute, Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava, Slovakia

The USA and the USSR became the new decisive phenomenon in development after World War II. What was the international position of Czechoslovakia in this period, what were the intentions and aims of its foreign policy and what were its real possibilities? I incline to the view, that the international position of Czechoslovakia was the most contradictory among all the Central European countries. Its internal and external economic, cultural and commercial interests dictated an orientation to the West. The political aspect is more complicated. 
The original ambition of Czechoslovakia in postwar Europe was to be in the middle between two worlds, so called bridge building or policy of bridge. This policy was supported especially by the Minister of Foreign Affairs Jan Masaryk. Czechoslovakia could represent an European element which could use the existence of two worlds (Eastern and Western) in its favor. Unfortunately, this advantage did not come to realization. The dominance of Soviet political factors and pressures culminated in February 1948. The results of the Communist coup and dictatorship were decline of freedom, morality, economy and standard of living. Czechoslovakia became a firm part of Soviet Eastern Block, as a result of which any policy of bridge was only illusion.

Slovak Immigrants and their Language Problem in the USA at the Beginning of the 20th Century
Dalibor Mikulas, Catholic University of Ruzomberok, Ruzomberok, Slovakia
 

This contribution focuses on the problem of the Slovak emigration in the context of the first half of the 20th century. The main task of the paper is to concentrate on the language problem of the Slovak immigrants in the USA in the context of the first decades of the 20th century, the characteristics of these immigrants, their level of education, their potential and the consequences of these aspects on their life, choice of occupation, their specific place in the society, etc. 
One of the main points of the paper will definitely cover the unique  �Dictionary of the English and Slovak Languages� published by Julius Bučko in Pittsburgh in 1920. 
 

Deformation of Thinking and Behavior during Communism and its Consequences
Hon. Jaroslava Moserova, Czech Commission for UNESCO, Prague, Czech Republic

Four decades of a totalitarian regime which suppressed truth and enforced hypocrisy with all its taboos and unlimited power necessarily had its impact on the way of life and way of thinking of the whole population. The division line between honesty and dishonesty, truth and lies became blurred. Decent people found ambition irreconcilable with decency. People in top positions lacked education and integrity and thus also respect of the general public. The extent of censorship was absurd. The aftermath: decent people still lack drive and ambition opening too much space and opportunities to the dishonest. The general public cannot cope with all the negative news in the media, as during the totalitarian rule when only “rosy” news could be published. During the past it was impossible to get some services and goods without petty corruption, which consequently is perceived as acceptable even for many decent people. 
The years of suppression lead to a skepticism which kills healthy incentive and healthy ambition. 
The best illustration is the ‘Zoo Effect’. During the communist rule all non party members lived like animals in a Zoo. The space in which they were allowed to move was limited. They had shelter, they knew they would not starve and would enjoy relative security, as long as they would abide by the rules enforced by the guards. Once such a Zoo is dissolved, it is the predators who are the first to use or misuse the new freedom, while the more timid, defenseless animals tend to hide in corners and in the shade. Some of them may even think that life was better behind the bars, forgetting the stench and the lack of dignity. 
The young generation though is unblemished by the past and will hopefully change the life in our country for the better.
The Role of American Business in the Marketplace Growth of Post-Communist Czechoslovakia
Dennis J. Naughton,  Cedar Rapids, IA
Using excerpts from the book, my presentation would focus on one man's experiences during the early 90s in Czechoslovakia, including observations on the impact of McDonald's and the irony of our success when
Planet Hollywood came and went, as did T.G.I. Friday's, Burger King's efforts to open in Prague fizzled, Pizza Hut and KFC suffered several false-starts  before taking off in Czechoslovakia, Wendy's wanted to open there, but didn't, while Little Caesar's didn't want to open there, but did so successfully due to their prior relationship with K-Mart.

I would also cover why our small, Iowa-based company decided on the Czech Republic, how we got there, what happened when we did and why the Czechs found our cowboy saloon concept acceptable.

My perspective is a little different than most, but we are quite proud of the small part we played in rebuilding the post-communist economy, and some folks might find it interesting.
Bohemian Garnets
Gail A. Naughton, National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library, Cedar Rapids, IA
 

The National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library is mounting a stunning exhibit of garnets from the National Museum in Prague opening in March 2005.  The artifacts represent several hundred years of mining activities in Bohemia where the famous "blood red" garnets are found.  Featured are ornate garnet jewelry and garnet encrusted artifacts, which are among the most prized possessions of royalty as well as everyday folks, passed down through generations as precious family heirlooms that signify Bohemian heritage.   The presentation will share research done for the exhibit as well as images of some of the exquisite pieces on display.  
 
Czech Cultural Heritage
H.E. Martin Palous, Embassy of the Czech Republic in the US, Washington, DC
Several generations of Czechs have been living in the United States of America. They account for a vast majority of all foreign Czechs living and working around the world. It is our utmost priority to cherish their heritage and preserve it for the next generations. Our care for the historic and archival documents is crucial and necessary. History is very important; however, the same is true about the present day and the future.


The history of Czech-American relations is very rich. One of the greatest figures in this respect was Tomas G. Masaryk, who laid out the foundations of the first Czechoslovak Republic during his stay in America, and was highly instrumental in forming close and friendly relations between our countries. 


Our alliance relations have been successfully developing since his times, strengthened recently
thanks to one of the most respected thinkers and politicians of the 20th century, Vaclav Havel, the first president of the free Czechoslovakia, in 1990, and later of the Czech Republic. 


Through the guidance and support of the USA and the Czech Americans, the Czech Republic was accepted into NATO in 1999. As a result, today, we are part of the same civilized space. Therefore, we would greatly appreciate it if the US partners would perceive this fact as strongly as we do, and help us in our negotiations concerning the visa policy. Again, the assistance of the American Czechs and their institutions would be most welcome. 
Some Concepts of Czech Literary History
                                Vladimir Papousek, University of South Bohemia, Ceske Budejovice, Czech Republic


In this paper the author deals with various current concepts of Czech literary history which, in his opinion, lack sufficient regard for other literatures and broader language and cultural contexts.  He analyzes the possibility of a linguistic/area concept.  He also deals with the historical concepts of romanticism, positivism, structuralism or  a sociologically ideological concept.  He attempts to delineate a concept which derives from the thinking of Rene Wellek who combined the structural and comparative aspects, and models his outline within the context of certain approaches of new American history, namely that of the works of J. S. Greenblatt.


He researches the possibilities of utilizing the terms discourse and paradigm in literary history.  He also touches upon the problem of creating a literary canon.  The current methods of studying literary history through the analysis of textual vestiges, contemporary language and paradigms cast serious doubts on the conceptions of the value hierarchy and canon in literary history.

 The Habsburg Dynasty and the Kingdom of Bohemia, with an Emphasis
on the First Century of their Rule: 1520s to 1620s
Joseph F. Patrouch, Florida International University, Miami, FL
 
Many people know that the Kingdom of Bohemia was ruled by a family called the Habsburgs from the early sixteenth century until the early twentieth century, and many people have heard of a number of these rulers, such as the emperor Franz Joseph or the empress Maria Theresa.  This talk will concentrate briefly on who this family was and how they came to rule Bohemia for almost 400 years, concentrating especially on the first century of their rule there. One theme to be stressed concerns the wide international ties of the Habsburgs, particularly with Spain. One of the kings of Bohemia who is buried in the beautiful tomb before the main altar of St. Vitus Cathedral in Prague was born in Spain, and the other was briefly regent there. In addition, this talk will briefly touch upon the Habsburgs as rulers in the neighboring Kingdom of Hungary, including most of what is now Slovakia, in this period. 
Alfons Mucha, Artist and Patriot
Margaret Heřmánek Peaslee, University of Pittsburgh at Titusville, Titusville, Pennsylvania USA
 
Alfons Mucha rose to international fame as an artist from his rather modest beginning in southern Moravia.  Born in 1860 he soon demonstrated musical and artistic talents and acquired formal training in art at academies in Munich and Paris.  He began earning his living through drawing for magazines and children’s books, but it was his poster for Sarah Bernhardt in her role as Gismonda that catapulted Mucha to fame.  Art Nouveau, or le style Mucha, became entwined with the look of the “turn-of-the-century.”  Mucha’s artistic creations included not only posters, but also book illustrations, magazine and book covers, book designs, various forms of advertising, packaging materials, menu cards, postcards, sculpture, jewelry, interior décor; decorative panels, screens, sculpture, carpets, wallpaper, and stained glass windows.
 

Mucha’s designs often reflected his interest in Moravian folklore, the exquisite embroidery on Sunday folk costumes, stylized flower borders decorating whitewashed walls of cottages, colorful beauty of country fairs, the mystical atmosphere of Sunday mass, and rituals based on Byzantine tradition.  Art Nouveau was not merely ornamental but contains deep reservoirs of symbolic and aesthetic expression.
 

The twenty paintings of his Slav Epic, completed in 1928, reflect his philosophy that a nation must know its past to enlighten its future development.  Five paintings contain allegorical themes, five religion, five warfare, and five culture; ten are of Czech history and ten from the past of other Slavic nations.  The Slav Epic praises the nonaggressive and non-Germanic characteristics of Slavs and accepts the idealized concept of an often-suppressed but noble and ultimately victorious Slavic race.  The paintings portray Slavs as a people contributing to culture, art, peace, and religious freedom.  Alfons Mucha hoped that by depicting historically significant episodes from the Slavs’ past he would teach future generations a lesson in integrity, bravery, idealism, and faith. 
 

In 1917 Mucha began his work for the new Czechoslovak Republic, designing postage stamps, bank notes, a national emblem, and even police uniforms.  It was his strong belief in individual freedom and his fervent patriotism that attracted the attention of the authorities.  Hitler condemned Mucha as a Freemason and Judaphile.  Later, Stalin suppressed his work as decadent and bourgeois. 
 

March 1939 saw German armies marching through Prague.  Mucha was on the list of prominent Czech patriots to be summoned for preliminary interrogation.  He was among the first to be arrested by the Gestapo but was released shortly thereafter as he had contracted pneumonia.  He died a few months later on July 14 and is buried in the cemetery at Vyšehrad. 
 

Internet Resources Used to Provide Czech Language Instruction for Non-Traditional Students
using the Learning Community Approach
Layne Pierce, Lincoln, NE
 

The opportunities for non-traditional students not living in large metropolitan areas, or areas where Czech is offered through an educational institution are virtually non-existent.  For a number of years, as the President of the Czech Language Foundation this has been pointed out to me, along with the request for something to be done. Now beginning in February 2005, a project involving the Nebraska Chapter of the SVU, and the Spillville, Iowa Chapter of SVU will offer an experimental class of beginning/intermediate Czech for students in rural Iowa.  The course will make use of Blackboard and CD Rom technology and Internet resources.  This paper will provide examples of Internet resources being used in the class.  
Restoration of Bohemian Hall in New York City
Ales Pospisil, Consulate General of the Czech Republic, and  Jan Hird Pokorny,
Bohemian Benevolent and Literary Association, New York, NY
On December 7, 2001 the ownership of the Bohemian National Hall has been transferred to the Czech Republic according to the contract between the Bohemian Benevolent and Literary Association (BBLA) and the Czech Republic, signed on January 31, 2001.
The origins of the contract date back to 1997, when the BBLA and the Czech Republic began negotiations over cooperation on renovation of the Bohemian National Hall. The only feasible solution appeared to be the transfer of ownership of the building to the Czech Republic and the consequent commitment of the CR to renovate the entire building and give a rent-free use of one floor to the associations of the umbrella organization of BBLA. NYS Attorney General approved the contract on June 14, 2001 and the Supreme Court of the New York State gave the consent to the sale in November 2001. The reconstruction started in March, 2003.
The Czech Republic is aware of the great responsibility it assumed as it took over the property built in the years 1895-1897 from the funds of Czech-American associations and, until recently, held and managed by the BBLA.
To emphasize the link with the Czech Republic the building will host offices of the Consulate General and the Czech Center. The BBLA will use the entire third floor and will have an access to the grand ball room. A movie theatre, gallery and a restaurant will also be a part of this unprecedented project. After the renovation is completed (we all hope it will be in 2006), the Bohemian National Hall will become again a show case of the Czech presence in New York. In order to achieve this goal, the Czech government and the BBLA will need help of all Czech-American institutions, associations and clubs which would breathe new life into that magnificent building.  
American Fund for Czechoslovak Relief in the Czech Republic and Slovakia
Mojmir Povolny, Lawrence University, Appleton, WI

American Fund for Czechoslovak Refugees was founded in New York in 1948 after the communist seizure of power in Czechoslovakia.  In  the years between 1948 and the end of the Cold War the Fund resettled 25,000 Czechoslovak  and  21,000 Indochinese refugees in the United States and assisted 93,000 additional  refugees in their settlement in Western Europe.  In 1992 the Fund changed its charter to be able, under a new name of  American Fund for Czechoslovak Relief, to assist in the necessary relief and democratization of the Czech Republic and Slovakia.   This paper will trace, analyze, and evaluate  the activities   of the Fund  in the two Republics since the fall of the communist dictatorship until today.
 

Baseball Games and Heligonkas
Frank Frank J. Prochaska, Colorado Technical University, Colorado Springs, CO
 This paper examines 100 years of cultural dynamics starting with the arrival of Czechoslovak immigrants from Southern Moravia (Jizni Morava) to Southern Michigan Farm lands during 1910-1914.  The legacy of these immigrants is still unfolding.  The author grew up with these immigrants.  His four grandparents were in this group.  His father was a well known Czechoslovak musician on the Hlavacek Heligonka accordion, eventually being inducted into the Michigan Polka Hall of Fame.  The author looks into how America changed the immigrants and how they helped change their new environment; the American Experience.  This helps answer the question: What is American?  His research based on a prior study by Brablec in 1972 and on his on vignettes, highlights folk music as a significant force in keeping original Czechoslovak values and traditions alive into the 21 century in America.  His early bi-cultural experiences and skills have helped him succeed in later professional ventures with other cultures. 
 

New Ways in Reforming the Czech Engineering Curriculum
Josef Prusa, University of West Bohemia, Pilsen, Czech Republic
The improved structure of the Czech higher education system was introduced in 1998. The provisions of the new law passed that year stipulated introduction of three-level of academic degrees which follow the Bologna Process requirements.
The institutions of higher learning have accepted the idea of reform readily and with great seriousness. They have started to prepare and to implement the new three-tier structure of studies and programs, enabling the accumulation of credits. This will lead to comparability and increased transferability of credits between schools, as well as to the lowering of the drop-out rate among the students.
These new developments have also opened a new way for closer cooperation with industry. The successfully operated enterprises and service industries have accepted the reform with great interest and anticipation. This presentation will describe, in detail, the new government policy, the current situation in engineering schools, and various government programs that offer assistance to institutions of higher learning towards meeting the new goals and requirements.
Cooperation between the Czech and Slovak Universities and the University of Florida
Jack E. Rechcigl , Gulf Coast Research and Education Center, University of Florida, Balm, FL
On December 6, 1999, the officials from the University of Florida and the Czech University of Agriculture in Prague signed a new agreement to foster cooperation and to increase the exchange of students, faculty and research. The agreement expended cooperation which I had the pleasure to initiate in 1990 in my position as research professor of soil sciences at the University of Florida’s Range and Cattle Research and Education Center in Ona. There were high level exchanges at presidential level, as well as between professors and students in both directions. As a result of this agreement, both universities have benefited from the exchange. On our end, several Czech students who worked in my laboratory, usually for one year period, assisted us in determining the optimal levels of phosphate fertilizer for forages to help reduce nutrient runoff to Lake Okeechobee.
We are now in the process of expending our cooperation to Slovakia. A month ago, representatives of the Slovak Agricultural University of Nitra, including vice rector and dean of horticulture and landscape engineering, visited our new research center in Balm, and the main University campus in Gainesville, to discuss possible cooperation between our respective institutions in research, as well as in teaching. Based on our discussions a new collaborative agreement is being prepared for official signing.
Presentation will include experiences gained through the exchanges and prospects for the future.

Efforts to Preserve Czech and Slovak Archival Material in America
Miloslav Rechcigl, Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences (SVU), Washington, DC
The Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences (SVU) has, for some time, been concerned with the deplorable state of Czech and Slovak related archival materials in America. Although some of these materials have been deposited in existing archives, the majority of documents are still in private hands. Their owners are frequently unaware of their historic value and, as a consequence, many of these precious materials are destroyed or lost. It is for this reason that SVU had convened in November 2003 in Washington, DC, in cooperation with the Embassies of the Czech and the Slovak Republics, respectively, a “Working Conference on Czech and Slovak American Archival Materials and their Preservation”.
The Conference was a huge success. It was attended by archivists from the major archival institutions on both sides of the Atlantic, historians, as well as ethnic community leaders representing Czech and Slovak communities in the US and Canada. This was not just a “show-and-tell” type of meeting, as most conferences are, but a working conference in which issues were presented, discussed and solutions sought. As a result of the Conference, the participants unanimously agreed to launch a concerted effort leading to the preservation of Czech and Slovak documents and other memorabilia for the future, irrespective of where there are. This goal, of course, is feasible and attainable only with the participation and cooperation of the entire Czech and Slovak community in the US and Canada. The mechanism for cooperation is already in place in the recently created National Heritage Commission, comprised of the major Czech ethnic organizations in America.
Several specific recommendations of the Conference have already been implemented, including the establishment of a new umbrella organization, “Czech & Slovak American Archival Consortium” (CSAAC), encompassing the major institutions that maintain such archival materials. The Consortium’s official website “Czech and Slovak American Archivalia”, hosted by SVU, can be accessed on the following address: http://www.svu2000.org/archivalia/index.htm
Another recommendation of the Conference was to prepare a tentative Directory of Czech and Slovak related archival materials in America. Thanks to the efforts of SVU, which conducted a comprehensive survey in this regard, that I had the pleasure to direct, such a directory now exists. It was published last year, under the title Czechoslovak American Archivalia, through the courtesy of the Center for Czechoslovak Studies of the Philosophical Faculty at Palacky University in Olomouc, as a two-volume set, which will be available for everyone to see at the Florida conference. It is a listing of US-based archival materials and library holdings relating to émigrés and exiles from the territory of former Czechoslovakia and relevant holdings bearing on their ancestral land. The first volume encompasses US government repositories, university-based collections, collections maintained by public museums and libraries, collections of ethnic and other cultural organizations. The second volume covers personal papers and collections, including notable personalities, as well as lesser known individuals, emigrants and exiles, who have distinguished themselves in public life. and professions. It is an indispensable resource for scholars and students.
One of the major unresolved issues that was brought up at the Archival Conference was the paucity of funds to prepare inventories of the existing archival collections and to enable scholars and students to conduct research in the archives. Having this in mind, SVU, which has recently deposited its archives in the University of Minnesota’s Immigration History /Research Center (IHRC), is planning to establish a special Czech and Slovak Archival Fund at IHRC, which will be publicly announced at the Florida Conference with the donation presentation to IHRC representatives. It is hoped that other Czech and Slovak ethnic organizations will follow SVU’s example. 
 

Visa Waiver - an Unfortunate Foreign Policy Issue between the USA, Czech Republic and Slovakia
Michael Rokos, AFoCR, Baltimore, MD and Peter Rafaeli, Honorary Consulate of CR, Philadelphia, PA
 

The latest information on situation involving VISA requirements for citizens of Slovakia and the Czech Republic coming to the US will be presented.  U.S. Ambassador Cabaniss feels this is one of the most important issues to be addressed regarding US relations with CR and SR.
Women in Higher Education Administration: Perspectives from the US and the Czech and Slovak Republics
Cecilia Rokusek, Florida Gulf Coast University, Ft. Myers, FL
 

Over the last 25 years women in higher education administration have made significant strides in the United States.  A greater number of women have assumed presidencies and provost positions.  Even though the numbers of men in top level administrative positions in higher education still outnumber women, the margin of difference is narrowing.  There have been several factors attributing to this growth of women in administration.  Certainly issues of diversity across colleges and universities have included women in senior positions.  In addition, several advanced training programs have focused on developing the skills of women to enter more leadership roles which include department chairs, deans, vice presidents, presidents, and chancellors.  Two of the most well recognized programs are the well established Bryn Mawr Summer Institute for Women and the relatively new AASCU Millennium Project.  The Harvard Management Program has also provided an outstanding training environment for both men and women aspiring to enter higher education administration.  The third most probable cause for the increase in female administrators has been a paradigm shift in leadership at most institutions of higher learning.  The shift has focused on the way colleges and universities think about leadership.  It has become somewhat less bureaucratic with more attention given to interactive processes that involve faculty and staff in decision making and priority setting,  Much more attention has been given to faculty groups to focus on "shared governance."  This leadership style is much more aligned to women's worldview.


Given the turbulent history of the Czech and Slovak Republics during the last 125 years, progress for women to assume leadership roles in higher education administration has been much slower.  Women were far behind in being given the opportunity to even enter higher education.  As an example, in the academic year 1916-1917 there were only between 620 and 644 female university students at Czech universities (including both full and part-time students).  Generally, female students at the time were encouraged to only go to school part-time so that they could prepare more for their domestic role in life.  The first faculty that women were allowed to enter was the philosophical faculty in 1897.  Women were totally discouraged to enter Medicine and Law.  It was not until 1900 that the Ministry of Culture and Education allowed women to enter the study of medicine.  The first Czech female doctor of philosophy was Marie Baborova in 1901 and the first Czech female doctor of medicine was Anna Honzakova in 1902.  Except for pharmaceutics, Charles University was the only university opened to women until after establishment of the First Republic of Czechoslovakia in 1918.  At this time, Czech women had already done a substantial amount of work in higher education but it was a very slow process.  They were lucky though to have two factors on their side at this time.  First, a country with a history that was generous to them and their pursuit of learning and secondly, women had just gained a strong and educated ally in the first President of Czechoslovakia, T.G. Masaryk.


Then came the communist period.  Ironically, the number of women at all educational levels grew steadily throughout the community periods.  In 1989 women accounted for 44.6% of all students in the Czech Republic and 45.7% in the Slovak Republic.  This is a significant difference from the mere 600 plus students at the turn of the last century (39,575 and 22,486 respectively).  Despite the increase of women in higher education in both the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic, the increase of women in higher education administration has been much slower.  Issues related to the Women's Movement there and the emphasis on the family during and following the post-communist era have been related to this slow progress.  
History of the Slovak Garden and Slovaks in Central Florida
Frank Rudzik, Slovak Garden, Winter Park, FL
 

 

Slovak Garden is a model community with the primary focus on preserving the rich traditions of the Slovak people within a housing development in which people can come together to celebrate their cultural traditions in music,  song and dance, literature, language, the arts and food and drink.  The residential and social community known as Slovak Garden was an innovative concept when it began over 30 years ago.  Up to and including the present time, the community continues to serve people with Slovak ancestry.  In addition to the cultural programs provided at the large community hall, individual housing is provided in two and three bedroom duplexes.  This presentation will overview the community's history and founding vision.  Present day realities will be highlighted along with the ongoing commitment of the people to continue to build their innovative community in Central Florida. 
 

Community of Learners, Study of Small Foreign Language, and Survival Level Czech
Mila Saskova-Pierce, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE
Nezbytná ceština (Czech for Survival) as a project was born in Spillville, Iowa (Michael Klimesh) and in Lincoln Nebraska (Mila Saskova-Pierce). It answers the need of communities that do not have access to university of community college instruction. 
The USA has many Czech heritage communities that have a keen interest in a contact with the Czech Republic, and study of Czech culture, however, their language skills range from the everyday, quasi native speaker level, to the knowledge of couple of greetings. These communities form cultural clubs that promote genealogy research, cultural clubs that read books and watch movies with subtitles and discuss them. Among their activities are visits to the Czech Republic and search for their roots. 
Often the Czech communities have lost all their heritage speakers and have, therefore, need to learn the language on the basic level that will allow them to study family documents, function as tourists or to enjoy the lan​guage and culture of their ancestors. Most often they do not have access to the university setting and/or find the time and pace of university instruction too inconvenient and the approach too linguistically oriented. Such clubs ex​ist for example in Omaha, Nebraska, Wilson, Kansas, in Iowa, in Spillville, to mention a few. These groups have been asking for a while for a support to their learners’’ communities 
As an answer, a group of mid-west​ern teachers of Czech and several com​munity activists decided to put together a language course for non-traditional remote learners’ groups on an outreach basis.
The objective of this project is to allow persons interested in learning the Czech language to become functional communicators. The group has several methodologists who are busy to pro​duce learning modules to place on the Internet. The focus is on understanding and vocabulary building and grammar is presented in a functional format that supports the communicational aims of the module. 
The instructional modules are orga​nized in a format keeping the chapters somewhat independent, so a student who has had difficulty in a prior chapter will be able to continue. Each module stresses authentic communicational needs. The material is organized in the four communicative functions, reading, listening, writing and speaking. Gram​mar is practiced in exercises that recycle the theme and the lexicon supporting in the module studied. Some of the mod​ules are: arrival to the airport, personal information as needed for custom office and ticket counter at the airport, descrip ​tion of articles brought in a suitcase, transportation in a city, etc.
Reading materials add information from the Internet, sometimes simpli​fied in order to facilitate understand​ing. Listening comprehension is in the form of re-recorded semi-authentic materials available on a CD disk, and/or on the Internet. In the beginning the writing exercises will take place on a Blackboard chat room in the form of a student exchange in an asynchronous mode. The students will be required to author one discussion posting a week in Czech. In addition, they will be given an opportunity to discuss their weekly reading and listening assignments, share their answers to open ended questions and post their insights. 
The speaking, in the DE delivery, will be the responsibility of the stu​dents. They are asked to form learn​ers’ communities of at least two that will meet once a week. If the group is larger, the setting can be such as a library room, Sokol Hall room, or a reserved classroom in a local school at least once a week. Once a month, on Saturdays, these groups will gather in a designated place, and will participate in review instructional activities led by an instructor that will stress authentic communication. 
The learning community format shifts the responsibility from the teachers to the students. The students have to sign a contract that demands a regular participation. 
The presentation introduces the theoretical premises and the practical aspects of the project. 
 

Alice Masaryk in Florida
Vlado Simko, Brooklyn, NY and Linda Vlasak, Baltimore, MD


 
After the Communists seized power in 1948, Dr. Alice Masaryk, the eldest daughter of Thomas Masaryk, the first President of Czechoslovakia, lived in the United States, the country of her mother Charlotte, nee Garrigue. In the years between the two World Wars, as the head of the Czechoslovak Red Cross, "Dr. Alice" had been influential in the development of her country's  social welfare and public health systems, by introducing numerous  initiatives ranging from health education in schools, maternal care, and preventive care  to providing care for the indigent aged. In her own old age, in exile and reduced financial circumstances, she settled in Miami, Florida, in 1957, and was able to maintain her independence  with the 
assistance of her companion, Mrs Marie Vokalek, until,finally, failing health forced her to move  to a nursing home in Chicago, where she died at the age of 87 in November, 1966.


This paper attempts to trace Alice Masaryk's environment in Miami, her life style, the friends with whom she kept in touch, and her relationship to the Czech and Slovak ethnic organizations, in particular  the ethnic community of Czechs and Slovaks in Masaryktown, Florida. Unpublished letters from private archives and recollections of people who knew her in Miami years provided  material for this sketch.
Bohatstvi ceske kultury a jeji mosty do USA (Riches of Czech Culture and its Bridges to the US)
Eva Strizovska, Cesky Dialog and the International Czech Club, Prague, Czech Republic
 

České země mají velice bohatou a pestrou historii a kulturu. Je to dáno předev�ím geografickým umístěním ve středu Evropy, kde v dávných dobách zanechaly své stopy Keltové, Římané a poté se zde zabydlely slovanské kmeny, vedly tudy staré obchodní  cesty z jihu na sever i jinak, pro�ly tudy turecké a jiné hordy dobyvatelů, napoleonská vojska...A coz teprve Germáni a později Němci... 
 

Mnoho příchozích z celé Evropy se zde usadilo nadobro.Če�tí panovníci povolávali do země italské i jiné stavitele, sochaře, výtvarníky. Gotika se tu dnes mísí s barokem, secese s kubismem. Nepominutelná je část zidovského kulturního vkladu. Mnoho českých umělců dosáhlo světového uznání - malíři, hudební skladatelé, spisovatelé. 
Vědí Čechoameričané v čem je jedinečnost historie a kultura jejich předků? Zajímá je to? A mají moznost se dozvědět v�echno cö je zajímá? To jsou otázky, které se budu snazit zodpovědět ze svého pozorování, ale i nastolit pro diskusi.
 

The History of Czech Music in South Omaha, Nebraska
Charles Svagera, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, Nebraska
 

The paper presents a study of the history of Czech music as an expression of folk culture in South Omaha, Nebraska. Through the first half of the twentieth century up until about 1955, South Omaha was its own independent community, separate from the rest of the town, and it was there, specifically in Brown Park, that many Czech immigrants settled from 1880 on. The subdivision, unlike the more affluent central Omaha, was a working class neighborhood close to the meatpacking plants and breweries that were willing to employ the Czech speaking workers. This social origin then determined the type of music that was performed in the neighborhood. The music was intended mainly for dance and over time a specific style of polka, native to eastern Nebraska, has developed. The Czech musicians cultivated this style in an effort to emulate and preserve the traditional "dechovka" style of the Czech homeland. The innovation consisted in a new instrumentation of two clarinets/saxophones, two trumpets/baritones, one tuba, one accordion and a drum set. They called it a polka band, to suggest that it was the "dechovka" sound, although on a smaller scale than the traditional large brass bands. Their repertoire continued to preserve the Czech folk melodies, this included the original Czech lyrics sung in Czech. The polka band flourished in the Czech community, to the extent that in the 1940's there were more than 40 polka bands operating out of South Omaha, earning a living while playing in dance halls across Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas, and Minnesota. The paper will contrast the traditional Czech "dechovka" instrumentation with the polka band variant from South Omaha. 
 

Differences in Terminology Applied to Czech Emigration and the Exile in the Czech Republic and Abroad
Milos Trapl, Palacky University, Olomouc, Czech Republic

When writing about emigration or exile, Czech historical literature, as well as popular press, frequently abound with a plethora of terms which don't always convey the same meaning or which can be interpreted differently by different people. The same can be said about the Czechs living abroad who consider themselves, or are considered by others, as refugees, emigrants, exiles, hyphenated citizens, Czechs living abroad, or "krajane" (compatriots), while others reject such descriptions or designations and are frequently offended by them. The presentation will attempt to explain these differences in an effort to arrive at some agreement in the interpretations of these terms. 
Forty Years of Documenting the History of Czech and Slovak Americans, 1965-2005
Rudolph J. Vecoli, Immigration History Research Center (IHRC), University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN
 

Among the earliest collections acquired by the Immigration History Research Center following its establishment in 1965 were the archives of the  National Slovak Society and the papers of Prague-born Joseph Roucek (movie actor, sociologist, and pioneer pluralist). Since then the Czech and Slovak Collections of the IHRC  have grown manyfold. In my presentation, I will describe briefly the extent and character of these collections.

Why was the IHRC established and why has it become the principal repository of documentation on Czech and Slovak immigrants?  The collaborative relationship between the IHRC  and the Czech American and Slovak American communities has been the key to our success. Of what value and use are these collections? I will concisely discuss the complex interaction of human memory and written history  Documents of all kinds are the aide-memoires by which future generations learn about what has gone before. No documents; no history. As an example, I will cite the historiography relating to Czech and Slovak immigration.

The mission of the IHRC is unending. Acquisitions of  documents relating to past and contemporary Czech and Slovak immigrants continue on a daily basis. While the IHRC has the essential facilities (our new Elmer L. Andersen Library) and  skilled curators, including Daniel Necas, a graduate of Charles University, our staff resources are not adequate to the task. For this reason the Czech and Slovak American Studies Fund. of the IHRC has as its priority  the establishment of an endowed graduate fellowship in Czech and Slovak American Studies. As an essential part of their academic training, the fellows will participate in the care and development of the Czech and Slovak Collections. 
 

 

Known and Unknown Czech Music
Jan Vicar, Palacky University, Olomouc, Czech Republic
 

The English musical historian and traveler, Charles Burney (1726–1814), called the Czech lands the “conservatory of Europe” during his journeys. Also recent research has attested to the great musicality of the people of this region. For example, composer and musicologist Zdeněk �esták has shown that in the second half of the 18th century, at least seven interesting composers worked in Citoliby (nearby Louny, northern Bohemia)—a socially, economically, and religiously isolated village of just sixty houses, a castle and a church—and a set of records by Supraphon has testified to the viability of their compositions… 
 

A flowering of composers began in the 19th century when, during a seventy-year period (1824–1894), the newly emerging Czech nation of several million people produced the following composers: Bedřich Smetana (born 1824), Antonín Dvořák (born 1841), Zdeněk Fibich (born 1850), Leo� Janáček (born 1854), Josef Suk (born 1874), Bohuslav Martinů (born 1890), and Vítězslav Novák (born 1870), as well as Otakar Ostrčil (born 1879), Otakar Zich (born 1879), Ladislav Vycpálek (born 1882), Otakar Jeremiá� (born 1892), Alois Hába (born 1893), and Pavel Bořkovec (born 1894). In other countries less rich with talent many of these composers would be celebrated as great masters of their art. 
 

The �Year of Czech Music� is organized traditionally in the Czech Republic in the years ending by the numeral �4�with the anniversaries of Bedřich Smetana (1824-1884), Antoníín Dvořák (1841-1904), Leo� Janáček (1854-1928), Josef Suk (1874-1935) and others, which brings thousands of performances of Czech music by Czech orchestras, ensembles and soloists.
And what is the state of Czech music, especially during the second half of the 20th century? The international public knows and appreciates contemporary Czech performers such as Czech Philharmonic Orchestra, Czech string quartets and children’�s choirs, but seems unaware of Czech composers such as Miloslav Kabeláč (1908-1979). Does it mean that in Bohemia and Moravia there were no compositions of note produced? And what about new research on music of relatively unknown Czech Baroque masters such as Adam Michna z Otradovic (1600-1676) or Jan Dismas Zelenka (1679-1745)? 
Will “unknown” or little known Czech music become internationally renowned?                                                    
                                                           
Identical Projects Carried out, as a Part of Student Curricula, in Different Environments:

US & the Czech Republic
Zdenek Vostracky, University of West Bohemia (UWB), Pilsen, Czech Republic
The Engineering curriculum should provide students with sufficient knowledge about various processes from the initial idea up to the implementation, including economical analysis and the impact on the environment. This is reflected in the new Engineering Management Program (EMP), in which the US Universities, such as the Portland State University and Marquette University, and the Czech Universities, such as the University of West Bohemia in Pilsen ( UWB), cooperate. The UWB Department of Innovation and Projects offers a special course "Integrated Management of Innovation", based on technological innovation, for schools of engineering and schools of business administration. The course is project oriented, using the "learning by doing" approach.


A large number of joint projects have been conducted in the field of economics, management and also industrial technological innovation. The students also have the opportunity of evaluating the new approach of teaching, comparing 
the Czech with the US conditions and environment. Emphasis is being put on the role of the product development process from R&D to forecasting of customer preferences and demands. The new information highway brings many surprises. Young people, in particular, as well as the universities themselves, have to be prepared to react quickly to emerging turbulent future and have to be always in the front line. The universities need to therefore continuously introduce new curricula. Our own university program contributes to this effort with its support of the genuine international contacts. The attractiveness of our new course has been confirmed especially by postgraduate students.

This approach has now been successfully evaluated by students, as well as by professors, in more than twenty projects.                                                                                                               
 
US-Czech Republic Cooperative Research in Friction Materials
Z. Weiss and V. Roubicek, Technical University of Ostrava, Ostrava, Czech Republic
and P. Filip, University of Southern illinois Carbondale, Carbondale, IL

In 1999 a Cooperative Research Program was initiated between the Center for Advanced Friction Studies of Southern Illinois University at Carbondale and the Center for Analytical Studies of the Technical University of Ostrava, Czech Republic. The U.S. National Science Foundation and the Czech Academy of Sciences provided funding for the program. 
This collaboration grew out of contacts made between administrators of the two universities and a memorandum of understanding signed in 1991. Various activities and conferences were organized, and contacts between researchers were established. 
In addition to the background and organizational details of the program, the contribution also discusses the delineation of responsibility, and provides details on the experiences gained from the international cooperation. An important aspect is the exchanges of individual researchers and research assistants between the two institutions, as is faculty advisement of students. Another unique factor crucial to the success of the program is the training on the use of facilities not common to both institutions. This is critical to the development of a closely knit, joint research program. The visiting faculty also offers seminars dealing with additional areas of research. 
 

Art without Borders - Emmy Destinn, Famous Czech Singer
Dagmar  Hasalova White, Northern Virginia Community College, Annandale, Virginia
 
Art transcends national borders. It is not bound by the nationality of an artist, be it a composer, musician, writer, poet, painter, or dancer. Their art spreads throughout the world and belongs to everyone. 
 

Such is the case with Emmy Destinn, the fabulous Czech dramatic soprano, who conquered all the major opera houses, finally becoming the reigning queen of the Metropolitan Opera in New York during its “Golden Age.” She was the favorite partner of Caruso. They were hailed as the “divine pair.” 
 

Famous composers wrote operas for her: Puccini “The Golden Girl of the West” and Richard Straus “Salome.” Also famous men loved her—including Toscanini, Puccini, and Caruso. 
 

Emmy Destinn was born Emilie Kittlova in Prague in 1878. She took her artistic name from her teacher, Marie Destinn Lowe. Her beautiful voice had a highly individual timbre with perfect control from top to bottom. She was also an actress of unusual ability. She was a true “Renaissance man” - excellent violinist, pianist, and painter. As a poet and novelist, she had her work published.
 

The love of her homeland drew her back to Bohemia. She worked actively for the liberation of Czechoslovakia in 1918 -and was put under house arrest by the Austro-Hungarian authorities.
 

Emmy Destinn died in 1930 at the age of 52 and is buried in Prague at “Slavia,” the pantheon reserved for the greatest among the Czech nation.
 

Slovem a hudbou ( Erben - Dvorak)
Vladimira Williams, and Vera Roknic,  SVU Chicago Chapter, Chicago, IL
Recitation in Czech of the Ballad The Golden Spinning Wheel (Zlaty Kolovrat) from Erben's Kytice accompanied by Dvorak's rendition of this symphonic poem highlighting the way in which the literary source is transformed into music.
 

 

Fifteen Years after Velvet Revolution: Transformation of Slovak Political Scene and the Role of Civil Society.
Lessons Learned and Future Prospects
Miroslav Wlachovsky, Embassy of the Slovak Republic, Washington, DC
 

During fifteen years since the fall of communism Slovakia successfully established its democratic political system, market economy and became member of the European Union and NATO. However, Slovak path to liberal democracy was not straight, we have experienced few detours, which paradoxically has helped to build deeper roots of Slovak civil society and has had a deep impact on formation of modern Slovak political scene. The aim of this presentation is to show key moments and players in recent Slovak history, their imprints on our political life and lessons learned of a transformational society, which are applicable to Slovakia as well as other countries in transition from an authoritarian system to democracy.
 

-----------------------
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