 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Sciences (SVU)
jointly with the

American Czech-Slovak Cultural Club of North Miami (ACSCC)
announce a

Special Conference and Festival
on

“Czech and Slovak Cultural Heritage on Both Sides of the Atlantic”
North Miami, Florida, 17-20 March 2005

Co-sponsored by the

 US Commission for the Preservation of America's Heritage Abroad 
under the aegis of 

President of the Czech Republic Vaclav Klaus 
and

President of the Slovak Republic Ivan Gasparovic

WORD FROM SVU PRESIDENT

This is the last opportunity I have to address you before our forthcoming SVU Conference in Florida. We have combined forces with the Florida-based American Czech-Slovak Cultural  Club of North Miami to organize a truly outstanding academic event, combined with highly enjoyable and entertaining cultural events, on the southeast coast of the Sunshine State. This is the time of the year when the weather in Florida is exceptionally nice so that you can combine the visit with a family vacation. Apart from the obvious reasons, we have chosen Florida as our Conference site because there is large Czechoslovak community in the State and furthermore many of our retirees have moved there recently.

The general theme of our joint program is “Czech and Slovak Heritage on both Sides of the Atlantic”. The program includes a combination of scholarly presentations and creative works, with the focus on the rich preservation of the Czech and Slovak culture including literature, music, dance, folklore, folk art, ethnic history, and preservation of cultural treasures. 

The academic program is organized into the following major topics: Czech and Slovak Historic Tradition, Czech & Slovak Contemporary Issues, Echoes from the Old Country, Czechs and Slovaks in the New World, and Presidential plenary session on Preserving Czech and Slovak Heritage. The latter session will feature the Ambassador of the Czech Republic to the US, the Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to the US, Director of the Imigration History Research Center of the University of Minnesota and the spokesman of the US Commission for the Preservation of America’s Heritage abroad.  I will use the occasion to establish on behalf of SVU a special Czech and Slovak Archival Fund. 

Apart from the various sessions relating to the major theme, there will be a special Symposium and a discussion panel relating to “Czech and Slovak Universities and their Cooperation with the US Institutions of Higher Learning”, with the participation of the University Rectors from the University of South Bohemia in Ceske Budejovice, University of West Bohemia in Plzen, Technical University of Ostrava and the Catholic University in Ruzomberok. US institutions will be represented by University of Florida and the Southern Illinois University Carbondale, both of which have active cooperative agreements with the Czech universities. 

The cultural program will feature Czech country and western singers, Slovak folk dancers from Masaryktown, Florida, Europa Band from Orlando, Czech folk singers from Key West, etc. Other Heritage events planned include ethnic food and craft demonstrations, folk art booths, ethnic food tasting, an accordion jamboree, and last but not least, the Miss Czech & Slovak Florida Pageant. 

For the Conference participants we have reserved relatively inexpensive accommodations in a close-by motel and for those who would like to extend their stay on the beech, we have reserved beautiful rooms at an ocean resort.

Don’t miss this important event and a lovely stay in the Sunshine State. You won’t regret it! I look forward to seeing you in Florida. 

                                                                                                       Mila Rechcigl                   

                                                                                                       SVU1@comcast.net
Local Arrangements
Location of the Conference & Festival: 

American Czech-Slovak Cultural Club, 13325 Arch Creek Road North Miami, FL 33181; Phone: (305) 891-9130. Your meals will be served here. They hired an outstanding Chef from the Czech Republic and we highly recommend that you take all your meals here, including breakfast.

Accommodations

Available at Windsor Inn (formerly Holiday Inn), 12210 Biscayne Blvd. NE , North Miami, FL 33181; Phone: (305) 891-7350. We have reserved a block of rooms for our participants and negotiated a very reasonable price: $65 per room plus 13 % tax. This is a relatively low price, considering that March is in the midst of the tourist season. You should reserve your room soon because the number of available rooms is limited. Our contact person there is Sandra Codogno. When you talk to her, mention that you are with SVU. 

For those who would like to spend a few extra days on Florida beaches after our conference, we have made special arrangements with Best Western Oceanfront Resort in the Surfside/Bal Harbour section of Miami Beach, 9365 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach, FL 33154; Phone: (800) 327-1412. The resort offers suites fully equipped with a kitchen, living room area, and bedroom. Two pools, one a heated outdoor pool and the other outdoors which will provide guests with ample opportunity to enjoy swimming in March. A continental breakfast is included in the package, as well as free parking. The rate per night will be $109.00 plus 11.5% tax. When you talk to them, ask for the manager - Bob Johnstone. He can be also reached via e-mail: govbobI@aol.com or by FAX: (954) 455-9133. 
Preliminary Registration Form

Name: _____________________________________________________


Mailing Address: ____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Telephone: __________________E-mail:_________________________

Number and Names of Accompanying Person(s):___________________

___________________________________________________________

1. Pre-registration Fee

$15 per person Number of persons: Total: $______________

$5 for Students Number of persons: Total: $______________

$0 for children under 6 Number of children:

2. Matuska Concert (Friday )

$20 per person Number of persons: Total: $______________ 

3. Meals

Breakfast (Optional) $6.50 person 

Number of persons Total: $______________

3 lunches: Friday, Saturday, Sunday $12 per lunch per person = $36

Number of persons: Total: $______________

2 dinners: Thursday, Friday $20 per dinner per person = $40

1 banquet: Saturday $25 per person

Number of persons: Total: $______________ 

4. Shuttle Fee (for people staying in the motel not using cars)

$15 per person for 3 days Number of persons: Total: $______________ 

5. Conference Papers 

Towards publishing by SVU $10 Total: $______________ 

6. Your Payment

Overall Total: $_____________

Make check payable to ACSCC and send it with your registration form to: 

Robert Petrik, 5200 NW 67th Ave., Lauderhill, FL 33319; Phone: (954) 749-8857;

E-mail: rjpetrik@comcast.net Final Deadline: 31 January 2005 

