Special Exhibit: "Czechs in America"

Author: PhDr. Ivan Dubovicky                 Curator: PhDr. David Kraft
The exhibit depicts the origins and the development of the Czech community in America, organized by subject, i.e., individual settlements, education, religion, press, political life, etc. It also covers the history of the Czech-American relations. It encompasses the period from the arrival of the first settlers in the US from the territory of the present Czech Republic to contemporary times. 
Rare photographs, posters and other illustrations and memorabilia, mounted on panels, are accompanied with descriptive narratives and historical background for quick overview with sufficient detail for the historical buffs.
The exhibit was first unveiled in Prague in September 2002 under the aegis of the Past US Ambassador to the Czech Republic H. E. Craig N. Stapleton and the Past President of the Senate of the Czech Republic Hon. Petr Pithart.
______________________________________________________________
 
Art Exhibit

Exhibiting Artist: GEORGE J. HORAK
George J. Horak was born in Prague. After escaping the communist regime, Mr. Horak studied civil and naval architecture at the University of Buenos Aires and then visual arts, design, sculpture, woodcarving, and ceramics at Instituto Nacional de Bellas Artes and with Argentinean masters such as Hector Basaldua and José María Lanus.  He spent a few years traveling in the Caribbean, later set up his residence in Miami. After a particularly dramatic ordeal, where in 1992 he was the only survivor on the ocean of the hurricane Andrew, he decided to return to the arts. He studied with James M. Couper, III, Richard Duncan, and David Y. Chang at the Florida International University.

Alfredo Cernadas Quesada, writes in The Herald....

“…. Horak’s involvement with the ocean can be immediately felt by looking at one of his paintings, which seem imbued by the spirit of Winslow Homer.  That is hardly surprising, for he is one of the few artists who paint seascapes and other sea-related landscapes and is on more than on intimate terms with his subject matter. But for all of Horak’s passion for the waves, his technique and approach to the subject are quite different from those of his famous predecessor.  In both cases the visual appeal is strong, but Horak is more dramatic and powerful, in the tradition of last century’s Romantic painters.  He is unique in capturing the grandeur of the ocean, the drama of its cloudy, Wagnerian skies.  But romantic serenity and lyricism also appear on other instances, as in his serene but vibrant nocturnes (i.e. Contraluz) or the gentle  -  though always vivid  -  sun drenched beach scenes.”

