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Objectives

Demonstrate Czech settlers in Texas settled the
nest farmland in Texas

Demonstrate Czechs within their settlements
olaced cemeteries in less desirable patches of
and




Josef Silar wrote “| predict that the Czechs and
Germans will someday have the best land in Texas,

because they keep buying, whereas the Americans are
always selling.” 1882



“The farmers of the Czech and German descent seem
to have the strongest attachment to the land and seek
security through land ownership.... [Their
communities] are among the most cohesive in [Bell]

county and have the greatest amount of social
participation.”



Farming and the agrarian nature of those Czechs who
settled Texas was so ingrained in them they actually
scheduled when they immigrated to coincide with the
last harvest in the fall in the Czech lands and to be able
to arrive in new land in Texas in time for planting season
in the Spring (Hewitt 47) Hewitt notes that because the
pattern of Czechs’ lives were heavily influenced by the
seasons, so were their immigration patterns.



Winston Lee Kinsey writes “ In the 1860s and 1870s
planters of Fayette, Washington and Austin counties, in
the Brazos and Colorado valleys, were particularly
active in encouraging Czech settlement and here the
Czechs, like the Germans, spread northward
throughout the rich blacklands.”



Farming as a family unit was very important to the
Czechs. Everyone worked on the farm. Men
plowed the land and women and children helped
plant new seeds. Skrabanek discusses this in his

memaoir.

Oscar Lewis writes “The farmers of Czech and
German descent generally have small farms, which
they work intensively and carefully” “They
generally have a greater percentage of the farm
land in cultivation and grow more of their own
foodstuffs and feed for livestock”



The Chalupnik from the Czech lands had the taste for
land and craved more in a country where such
ambitions were virtually hopeless and more than
economic security was involved. The fact that political
rights and social prestige were invested in property
holders led to the valued of land owernership above
almost everything else, a kind of “land worship.”



Methodology

* Consult historic texts for information regarding
Czech settlements in Texas

* Map Czech settlements and Czech cemeteries
using Google Maps

* Import data from Google Maps into ArcGIS
9.3.1

* Overlay soil surveys from US Department of
Agriculture

* Overlay Digital Elevation Map (DEM)



Push and Pull Factors for
Immigration

- Reforms of 1848

- Felt little room for improvement economically or
politically

* Poor farming seasons

* Opportunity to own land



Blackland Prairie

Toxns Biver Basins and

Natural Ragions Blackland Prairie is the

overall matrix of many
Czech settlements in Texas

The region is underlain by
Upper Cretaceous marine
chalks, marls, [imestones, and
shales which gave rise to the
development of the
characteristic black,
calcareous, alkaline, heavy
clay soils.
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Geographic Imformation Systems
(GIS)

A geographic information system (GIS) integrates
hardware, software, and data for capturing,

managing, analyzing, and displaying all forms of
geographically referenced information.

GIS allows us to view, understand, question,
interpret, and visualize data in many ways that reveal
relationships, patterns, and trends in the form of
maps, globes, reports, and charts. (ESRI)
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Prime and Productive Farmland

* Prime farmland as defined by US Department

of Agriculture

* Productive farmland yields 50 or more bushels
of corn per acre or 300 pounds or more of
cotton per acre
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Land Productivity of Burleson County,

Texas [or Czech Setllements
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Digital Elevation Models

A Digital Elevation Model (DEM) is a digital
representation of ground surface topography or
terrain
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Prime Farmland overlay with Digital
Elcvauon Modcl (DEM) of Czech

Cemeleries in Burleson County, Texas
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Productive Farmland overlay with Digital
Elevaton Model (DEM) of Czech

Ccemeteries m Burleson County, Texas
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Cemetery Locations

Located on hilltops (Kiest)

- Helped identify cemeteries from a distance
- Closer to Heaven

- Better drained

Located in sandy soils (Farrish)
- Easier to dig
- Drain better



Slovak Cemetery, Burleson County, Texas
Soil Type: Normangee clay loam, 3 to 5 percent slopes

Crop yield: 50 Bu corn/acre; 225 Ibs cotton/acre
. Elevation: 333 feet

el SF31:820- Dubna 15, 1871
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SPJST Cemetery, Burleson County, Texas
Soil Type: Luling clay, 1 to 3 percent slopes

Crop Yield: 110 Bu corn/acre; 700 lbs cotton/acre
Elevation: 414 feet

Oldest grave: Tom HoI b-'

2 ..1830 zem 6 Listopod
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Snook Cemetery, Burleson County, Texas

Soil Type: Eufaula loamy fine sand, 1 to 3 percent slopes
Crop vyield: Low

Elevation: 240 feet

Oldest grave: Vlasta Pitner, 1885




New Tabor Cemetery, Burleson County, Texas

Soil Type: Benchley loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes _— ;
Crop Yield: 90 Bu corn/acre; 450 Ibs cotton/acre g
Elevation: 377 feet

Oldest grave; Jan Skrabanek, July 7, 1888- July 11, 1888k = -
N




Frenstat (Christian) Cemetery, Burleson County, Texas
0il Type: Zack fine sandy loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes

op yield: Low
vation: 359 feet




Holy Rosary Catholic Cemetery, Burleson County, Texas
Soil Type: Zack fine sandy loam, 1 to 3 percent slopes

Crop vyield: Low
Elevation: 378 feet
Oldest grave: Marie Marek, Apr 6, 1822- Nov 5, 1887




New Tabor Brethren Cemetery, Burleson County, Texas
Soil Type: Davilla-Wilson complex, 0 to 2 percent slopes

Crop yield: 75 Bu corn/acre; 400 Ibs cotton/acre

Elevation: 423 feet

Oldest grave: Jason G. Beasley, Born and Died 1973




Cooks Point Cemetery,

Burleson County, Texas

Soil Type: Luling clay, 1to 3 per Nt
slopes

Crop yield: 110 Bu corn/acre;w _

700 1bs otto '. cre:

: Oldest grave. Thomas F Peéelﬁ; May-ﬂ.cgg;‘.l
- ,_,..‘ . _—,- Yo -'T'iqlnrn 5 :
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