


Esther Rayman Mamminga

Born in Iowa on August 26, 1917
Married Frank Mamminga

Raised two children, Mary Lou and
Marvin

Immensely proud of her Czech roots and

her famous ancestor, Frantisek Matous
(Ladimir) Klacel



Uncle Klacel

Frantisek Matous (Ladimir) Klacel was
born in Ceska T¥ebova in 1808

Klacel’s elder sister, Veronika Johanna,
born in 1797, married Matej Hynek

Hartman and had four children including
a daughter, named Marie Veronika, born

November 11, 1850

Marie married Jan Stransky and the
couple immigrated to America in 1871
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Marie Hartman Stransky

Together Marie and her husband had 12
children

One of those children, Alma, married
Peter Rayman, and their daughter was
named Esther

So F. M. (Ladimir) Klacel was the great
grand uncle of Esther Rayman Mamminga



Who Was Uncle Klacel?

Joined the Augustinian Monastery in Brno

Earned his doctorate in philosophy at
Olomouc University

Taught and wrote at the Augustinian
Monastery in Brno

Published collections of original poetry

Wrote extensively about political and
social issues



Immigration to America

F. M. Klacel achieved fame in his country
Vigorous supporter of Czech nationalism

Outspoken proponent of individual rights

Found himself at odds with both the
Church and the government

Came to America in 1869



Life in America

Klacel changed his first name to Ladimir
He hoped to find personal freedom

Wished to start a colony of like-minded
Freethinkers

Did some teaching, tutoring, and writing
Was constantly plagued by poverty
Died in 1882 in Belle Plaine, Iowa



Klacel’s Funeral

Floral Tributes

Trainload of students

came from Chicago to
Belle Plaine

Editor of the Svornost,
Bohemian daily
newspaper in
Chicago, came and
delivered the eulogy



Monuments to Klacel in America
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Celebration of His Birth

Even after 200 years
deep feelings exist
toward F. M. Klacel

Museum at Ceska
Trebova held a
symposium in his
honor in 2008, the
200t anniversary of
his birth
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September 25, 2008

Ceremony and
unveiling of
monument marking
the site of Klacel’s
birth
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Tribute to Kléacel in Ceska Trebova
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How I Learned about Esther:
February 19, 1997

Initially I wrote to the
Czech Historical
Research Center
requesting
information

Reply from Paul J.
Polansky, Director,
included with copy of
letter he had received
from Esther
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A Gracious Lady

Esther and her
daughter, Mary Lou
Miller, at Esther’s
home in Grundy
Center, Iowa

This was taken the
first time we met

We visited her many
more times
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Contents of Uncle Klacel’s Box

Books, written by him and others
Letters from friends and students
Pamphlets and flyers
Photographs

Written records of daily events
Account records
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Permission to Travel to America
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Samples of Letters




Photographs from the Box
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Klacel’s Records
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Klacel as Author
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Nejdulezitejsi

Pamatky Lad. Kldcela

Z JEHO SPISU V AMERICE.

Yydivi ke atému pyroci narozenin prof. Ladimira
Klicela (7. dubna 1808)

UstFedni Svobodnd Obec v Chicagu.

Cenn 10 centit
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Esther at Arlington Place

Esther moved from her home to Arlington
Place, a senior living community in
Grundy Center, Iowa

Storage was limited

Esther wished to donate Klacel’s materials
to a library or archive
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Esther at 90 Years of Age

Taken at Esther’s
residence, Arlington
Place, Grundy Center,
lowa

August, 2007
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The Fate of Uncle Klacel’s Box?

Esther treasured the contents of the box
She did not want to give them up

But she wanted scholars to have access to
the material

The Library of the National Czech and

Slovak Museum in Cedar Rapids, Iowa
seemed an appropriate place
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Before the Flood

National Czech and
Slovak Museum and
Library

Cedar Rapids, lowa
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NCSML from the Bridge
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Esther in Summer 2009
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Dave Muhlena,
NCSM Library Director
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Sadly, Esther Passed Away

Tuesday, March 16, 2010
At the Age of 92
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